PUERTA, PEDRO

This is a 66-year-old gentleman currently on hospice with malignant neoplasm of intestinal tract.

He has a primary diagnosis of pancreatic cancer diagnosed a week ago. He appears icteric, nauseous, lost tremendous amount of weight and not able to walk any longer because of his weakness. He lives alone; he does not like people, has no friends. The patient has lost weight and has a KPS score of 40% and expected to do poorly.

The patient’s history is consistent with recent history of abdominal pain and subsequent CT scan, which showed evidence of pancreatic cancer with evidence of metastasis to the GI tract. The patient also has lost weight and appears to be in pain. He has been eating very little recently. He lives alone as I mentioned; he does not have any family or friends or if he does he has alienated every one because he does not like to be around people. He is definitely expected to die within six months given his pancreatic cancer. He has refused any further treatment and would like to be kept comfortable on hospice at this time. He has been evaluated both by nurse, nurse’s aides and chaplain; he does not want to see the chaplain on regular basis, he states, but the first initial visit was okay with him. He is expected to lose more weight, his jaundice will worsen, will develop ascites and eventually will die of endstage pancreatic cancer. The patient has also demonstrated severe protein-calorie malnutrition and weight loss especially of the lower extremity and evidence of temporal wasting. Overall, prognosis is poor. The patient is hospice appropriate at this time.
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